


We had planned on doing a Florida Fandom in 2012, but
things keep getting in the way and I didn’t get it started
or start bugging people to do things for it, but this year
we are planning on doing a 2014 issue.  And I’m doing
this best of issue.  It will be a little different form the last
one which contain one article a few piece of artwork.
First we are using another program to do it in. Serif
PagePlus X5. (Still making logos with printshop, but
printshop really doesn’t seem to like newsletter that are
more than a few pages long and doesn’t to the best PDF
conversion)  I’ve come upon some of the original art
from the early FF and will be reprinting it in here along
with some article and a few notations about some of the
early issues.
In doing some of the updates of the original’s so that they
can be saved in PDF format I’ve wanted to make some
comments on some of the things that were said. Since I
don’t want new comments in the updates I will use this
issue to make those comments.

Now we can use material for Florida Fandom 2014.
Artwork, articles, stories, fan profiles, updates and so on.
I think it would be a lot of fun to get some updates on the
Fans that were around when FF first came out….a sort of
were are they now.  I know most are still in Fandom, at
least some what and a few can now be considered pros.

Florida Fandom 2011 had the largest circulation of any
issue of FF beating out the original Supergirl's issue by
more than three times, and that based on the MartView
downloads - doesn’t include the PDF downloads from the
Florida Fandom website. And we have an epub version
of it on our YahooGroup site.

Send materials to floridafandom@floridafandom.com for
ff2013.  PagePlus can handle most text format and
picture formats which means no retyping for me….

Also thinking about doing ads this time. FREE ads.  Our
target date will be June 2014.  Remember this will be on
line as a download so it will be around for a while, so if
need be put an expiration date on it - or you might get
someone answering it years form now. Now the ads must
related to Comics or SF&F.  And they will be used as
filler.  Artwork in the ad will help it get into the issue.

Since I’m not charging I will have the last say as to
what goes into the issue. The ad should be sent in a
picture format - this way I will have some control
of the size…If I like it, it may be a full page - and
by liking it doesn’t mean I like what it’s for, just
the way it looks.

I am looking for a cover. If someone has an idea
for a cover that’s great or just send some nice pix
that if I decide on it being the cover I can add the
needed graphics to it.

Remember that the artwork you see in this issue
where done many years ago and may not represent
the artist today.  The same with any stories or
articles - do not reflect the current writing style of
the author.  Much of the material is between 25
and 35 years old.

Many of the people who were part of Florida
Fandom are now on Facebook, others I have no
idea what has happened to them, and would love to
know. Some may no longer be with us - as some of
us are no longer spring chickens….

I hope you enjoy this issue. And hope to have you
all back in June for FF2014

Peace

Rick
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In 2011 while playing around with issue one of FF seeing
what I could do if I had the computer’s I have now back in
1976.  I had so much fun doing it and seeing what it would
have looked like - I decided to start the update project.

I had tried in the past to get the early issues on line -
scanning pages and retyping some - well they looked worst
than the originals .  By redoing them I could print them in
PDF format - and I could make them look better.  Now I had
to figure out the guidelines to use, so they were still
represent of the originals, yet take advantage of the power of
today's computers.  So here what I came up with.

1. Original art would be scanned and cleaned

2. Article and stories would be retyped, but again stay the
same.

3. Ads wording would stay the same, some would be
scanned and cleaned other enhanced.

4. Logos and graphics would be updated, but to a way I
would have done them when the book first came out if I had
the computer and programs to so. (This is hard)

5. Picture would be updated if possible form the net or the
original picture if I still had it.  Some times the pictures are
not the same. (check cover of the two ones similar but not
the same.  Some times the  original picture or a similar one
could not be found and scanning the one in the original zine

Was out of the question. So another picture
replaced it.

In many case I only have one copy of the original
left and this is the only way to make them ready
for a new generation.  They do reflect on the
times when they came out.

With the update in many cases are much easer to
read than the originals. Over the years of doing
Florida Fandom we had used two different
typewriters and several printers.  Some of the dot
matrix printers did take to printing at all.  They
were hard enough to read as they were, but when
printed off set they were almost impossible at

times to read.

Each time I make one I print it out on a laser
printer in black and white and put it with the
original. It’s fun leafing through both.

If you want to see any of these issues just go to
www.floridafandom.com.  All issues are listed
and when I upload them the links come live..



The cover of Florida Fandom 11 of Elric by Michael T.
Gilbert.

Logo created by Mark Cantrell for Florida Fandom and
was used in several issues.

The above artwork is done by Steven
Fox, who did a lot of art for Florida
Fandom in the early years including a
cover.

We got to meet Steven at a Philcon in the
early 80’s.  We got to see some of his full
size art in the art show.  With the
exception  of a few of our core people
like Dale Snodgrass, Mark Cantrell,
Mitch, and Phil Tortoricic who all lived
in the West Palm Beach area,  he was one
of the few people that did stuff for us that
we got to meet in person. Many we have
friended on Facebook in the past few
years.



Back in the early 80’s Ruth and I moved to Tennessee
just outside the Great Smoky Mountains National Park,
very close to were we are living today.  We left with
Dale most of the FF files, but we packed out trusty
typewriter to take with us. By this time Zines were in
our blood and we had plans of making a new zine once
we got settled in.

We were going to call it the Smoky Mountains Fan
Connection. We put together the cover and got ready to
start making the issue - first  we were going to contact

People who had helped with Florida Fandom. And
then put together our first issue.

We set up the typewriter and nothing happens.  It
makes the sounds that it always did when it was
working but pushing the keys didn’t work.  We
shelved SMFC thinking we would get a new
typewriter and be back in business - but that never
happened.

When we returned to Tennessee in 1999 FF was on
line and it stayed that way until our 2011 issue.  I
always wondered what it would have been like to have
started another zine and what would we have done
when we returned to Florida?  Would we have
combined them - turning the run into a Florida
Fandom run and just keep the numbering going.

We had more free time when we were here in the 80’s
and maybe we would have come our more often if we
had been able to start the zine. Well it never happened
and the only thing we have is the Cover

A drawing of Ruth that appeared in the first
Supergirls special done by the same artist that
did the cover of SMFC Tom O’Reilly.



This was a gag issue we did for New Years Eve 1994.  We tried to use it to get some of our friends and
ex-FF staffer to put together another issue, but we didn’t do it. We did put two more print issues out
when we had our shop in the Old Farmers Market, but they were put together by Ruth, Dale Snodgrass
and myself and were free give-aways at the shop. Sixteen years latter got a lot of them together when we
did Florida Fandom 2011.



This is the first time this has seen print.
John gave this to me for FF back just
before issue two came out when he
returned home after we had lost track
of him. The problem we had back then
was it was done in pencils and I didn’t
know how to get it to reproduce at that
time - I’m sure that John could have
told me how, but he was out of town
again.  It was put into a file folder and
forgotten about. I found the file in
storage not long ago - with some other
artwork that was never printed.

John is the person who introduced me
to the world of Fanzines. Helping him
in putting out the “Tholian Registry”
The newsletter of the Star Trek
Federation of Fans. We all get together
at my place type  it up and then make
the paste up to print the issue.  Then we
would get a bunch of people together to
put it together. And then mail them out.

Doing this was the foundation I used
when Ruth and I started making
Florida Fandom.

This was the April-May 1975 issue of Tholian
Registry. John Ellis is listed as Publisher and I
was Managing Editor. The Cover was by Mark
Cantrell. And on the staff was was Ken
Mitchroney and Ruth White. Ruth White was
known as Ruth Coy once Florida Fandom came
out.

Tholian Registry was our training ground - I
had wanted to go digest size, but I was
overruled which is why when I did FF it came
out as a digest, which it was for all but two print
issues and I did a print out of 2011 as one also.



This year we lost one of our longest supporters and columnist

DALE SNODGRASS
1-22-1954 - 6-14-2013

The Snodgrass Report started in issue 4, September 1977 and was in
every issue after that, except three (AFAN  one page, Volume 4 issue
one and Florida Fandom 2011). His last issue was Florida Fandom
Volume 3 issue one January 1995. We almost got him to do a
Snodgrass Report for Florida Fandom 2011, but at the time he was bed
bound and couldn’t think of anything to write about.

Besides the Snodgrass Report, Dale did our darkroom work and latter
did scans for FF. He also got us a copy of MS Publisher that we used
to publish  our 1995 issue and the 1996 issue. The following
Snodgrass Report is the very first one that Dale wrote for us in 1977
and it will be followed the final Snodgrass report for the 1995 issue.

This issue we start something new: The SNODGRASS
REPORT by Dale Snodgrass.  This will now be a regular
feature in FF.

THE SNODGRASS REPORT: THE SOUNDS OF
STAR WARS!

star wars has been called the best movie of the
year.  We have to disagree.  We believe it is the best
movie ever made!

Some have criticized the use of sound effects, such as the
roar of the TIE fighters.  It is our contention that these
people are more interested in seeing a documentary film
on space flight, rather than an entertaining movie.  We
know that sound does not travel in space.  However, that
is not why the roar is used.

It is common knowledge that sound can cause reactions to
the nervous system.  After all, this is the main reason for
objection to the S.S.T.  Film makers have been using
sounds to heighten the effect of a movie for years; most of
it acting subconsciously, this holds true for star wars.

The roar of the tie fighters makes them seem all that more
deadly.  Ever had a train bear down on you with no
sound?  Without the noise a train makes it doesn't seem at
all terrifying.  We know this to be true, for we once sat at
the train station iwth a pair of ear muffs on that blocked all

sounds.  Then we tried with no muffs on. The roar
of a trains horn is very unsettling to us.  Which is
why trains have horns in the first place; they signify
danger.  This has been drilled into our subconscious
from early childhood.

Therefore, when we see a movie with a ship bearing
down on another, the use of a roar strikes our
subconscious and it signals danger.

As to the use of music in star wars, well every hear
a band play a Souza march and not feel like
marching yourself?  We do.  Music can be used to
portray love, hate, fear, courage, and all emotions.
And those people without emotions do not belong
on this planet.  They belong were everything is run
on logic (Maybe that's why their ears are so long,
from straining to hear with their minds what we
hear with our hearts).

All in all, we believe that the score from star wars
should receive the highest award possible for a
score in a motion picture; and that the effects,
including the sound effects, be rated at the top.

IS the academy paying attention?



SNODGRASS REPORT

Well here we go again.  Another attempt at the Florida
Fandom fanzine.  Lots of changes in the way we produce
this zine since we first started it so long ago.  Back then it
was type and paste up then to the printer for offset printing.
Now we just type into our computers and out it comes
ready for the copier.  For that matter we even have gone
through a variety of computer systems.  I now have a
386SX but that wasn’t good enough.  I saw all the neat gifs
and wanted to do my own so I went and bought a scanner
and can now put my own pictures in the FF.  Then I
decided that the 234 megs were not enough, so got a
MAXTOR 540 and put that in the computer.  Both
additions did not go easily.  Could not get the scanner to be
reconnized by the software at first but the guys at Infocom
were great in helping me get the configure file correct.
Wish I could say the same for the people at MAXTOR.  I
bought the 540 with the assurance of my friend Mark, who
will remain nameless, that he could put it in my computer
in 20 minutes or less.  Three hours later we gave up and he
goes home (or what passes for home).  The drive was
physically installed but the system doesn’t know its there
tried calling MAXTOR for help and was on terminal hold.
Tried their BBS but never heard from their sysop till Mark
finally got around to cleaning his room/office and found a
SEAGATE manual I needed (Seagate is the original drive)
Found the correct jumper settings for the SEAGATE nad
was up in 20 minutes.  Makes you wonder why in the
MUNDANE WORLD I was promoted to regional systems
coordinator.  Actually, it was because I can talk a good
game and the people that do the promoting don’t know one
end of a computer form the other.

What was that Ruth?  This column was to be on STAR
TREK: VOYAGER? Yes, I know but you see, it was only
on for the introduction show and had too much to do to be
very good, so I’ll wait a few episodes then let you know.

Till next time, keep your phaser dry

- 30 -

Usually Dale would pick his own subject to write about
and other times we would give him an assignment and he
would still write about what he wanted to.

Dale fighting with computers was a never ending battle. In
the Mundane world he became an IT professional working
for a large corporation in Atlanta.. But things that would
take anyone else three minutes to install on a computer

would  take Dale hours if not days to get  it to
work. New device that you had to plug in a USB
plug into the computer and it would run with no
trouble - his computer wouldn’t recognize it. . Now
if I was having a problem with my compute Dale
could tell me what to do and I would do it and it
worked….

Dale in the article was so happy with have 774
megs of hard drive , on his last computer he had
10TB of of HD. Back then he wouldn’t have
believed anyone who told him he would have that
much storage for his computer he would have
laughed at you, we all would have.





The Print issues
After I started the reprint project I had wished there had
been some way to make comments about the issues
without harming it.  This will be were I get the chance to
make some comments.

Ruth and I had done a prototype issue we called zero
before this one, but all copies have been lost - I keep
hoping to come up with one in the many boxes we have
in storage, but so far have not found it.

Issue 1 was about Star Trek, the Star Trek clubs were in
an upheaval since  the Central chapter of STFF had
fallen apart with most of the officer resigning for
personal reason. (We were unpaid and it took a lot of
our time to run the club, and several of had or where
getting married and just didn’t have the time)  Most of
the issue pictures had been cut out of magazines. The
reprint looks much better than the original. It wasn’t
very large, but people bought from our ad in the Comics
Buyers Guide.

Four month latter we came out with the second issue.
Ruth reviewed Logan’s Run the movie. Reading the
review I don’t think at that time we knew that it was

based on a book - which was much better than the
movie or the comic.

It also contained our first piece of original art. A
picture John Ellis had done for me of a charter I had
created when I was a kid playing superhero He had
done the picture for me several years earlier.

The first two issues had two columns that would last
the run of the zine Hello our opening editorial and
Coy’s Comic Corner which in the early day was
more ad than comment.  Issue two added our firt
letter column.

By issue three we had added UPDATE

One of my favorite things in issue 3 is that ad for
CEREBUS which was going to be a magazine of
fantasy, Science fiction and sword and sorcery.
Than magazine never saw the light of day - instead
it became a comic about a Sword fighting Aardvark.








