
 



Welcome to the first print issue of Florida 

Fandom since 1996 or a close to print issue. 

This will be published as a PDF e-zine, I will 

print at least one print issue for old time sake. 

LΩƳ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ǿƻǊŘ нллт ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

graphic were done on The Print Shop or The 

Print Shop 3.0.  A big jump from the first issue 

done on an electric typewriter, cut up and 

pasted on to grafǘ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 

reproduce when printed.  Over the years we 

have used many formats in creating FF.  Most 

of the issues were done on typewriter, 

although we did try several early issues using a Commodore 64 computer and dot matrix printer.  They 

were not very easy to read and the computer was used mostly for making graphics using The Print Shop 

for C-64 and The Print Shop Companion for the C-64.  After we went to ink jet we did to a couple of 

issues ς using MS Publisher ς they even had some scanned pictures in them. In just 15 years computers 

have changed.  With my laser printer I could do the entire print run from home and the scans no longer 

look like, well scans. But instead of printing it out we can print it as a PDF which can be read with several 

different e-ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ t5C ǊŜŀŘŜǊΦ όLǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ Ŧǳƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ Ŝ-reader as the 

pages will act more like a zines page.)  After I finish writing this page I will be going to Facebook to plead 

with people to send something to be in this issue. 

!ōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǾŜǊΧL ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀ 

really nice cover ς but the first few issues of FF had cut outs pasted together to form the cover, much 

like this was done. By the sixth issue people took pity on us and started sending us covers to use. If we 

go to another issue it will be a drawn cover done by someone much more artistically inclined than I am. 

 

 

 

 

 

Florida Fandom 2011: 35th Anniversary Issue. October 2011. All photos, art, and written pieces are copyright by their 

respective creators. All editorial content copyright©2011 by Rick and Ruth Coy. Florida Fandom has been and will be 

published at random points in time. This publication is a free download at www.floridafandom.com/newff .  Florida Fandom, 

2313 Price Way Sevierville, TN 37876. Contact us at: floridafandom@floridafandom.com .   

The cover of our first issue of Florida Fandom published October 1976. The 

cover was a combination of press type , photos, clip art, type written page. 

9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǇƘ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 

reproduce when copied. Several magazines had to be cut up to get the 

pictures and some of the clip art ς like the words Star Trek. Today that same 

picture can be downloaded off the internet and programs like The Print Shop 

can create the graphics and banners.   

http://www.floridafandom.com/newff
mailto:floridafandom@floridafandom.com


 

 

Based on the cult D.C. Comics graphic novels by Warren Ellis and Cully Hamner, RED is an action-comedy 

starring Bruce Willis, Morgan Freeman, John Malkovich and Helen Mirren.    

RED is an acronym for Retired Extremely Dangerous! When his idyllic life is threatened by a high-tech 

assassin, former black-ops agent Frank Moses reassembles his old team in a last ditch effort to survive.  

Frank (Bruce Willis), Joe (Morgan Freeman), Marvin (John Malkovich) and Victoria (Helen Mirren) used 

to be the CIAs top agents but the secrets they know just made them the Agencys top targets. Now 

framed for assassination, they must use all of their collective cunning, experience and teamwork to stay 

one step ahead of their deadly pursuers and stay alive. To stop the operation, the team embarks on an 

impossible, cross-country mission to break into the top-secret CIA headquarters, where they will 

uncover one of the biggest conspiracies and cover-ups in government history.    

This is an edge of your seat, hold your breath, and hang on for the next turn, E ticket ride! with an all 

star cast and heavy action with a few subtle jokes thrown at you!    

RED is not a Superhero movie, but the characters feel like Superheroes nonetheless! The plot is strong 

and the story is compelling. The acting is believable and the special effects are powerful! I enjoyed this 

movie and I think you may find it has some hypnotic appeal for you too! 

 

 

 

  



 

Mystique Inner Turmoil by Stephanie Ziff 



 

LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊǎΦ 9ǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ L ǿŀǎ ƻƭŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǊǘ ŦƻǊƳΣ 

science fiction and horror have been my favorite genres. And if they had big, bad monsters in them, all 

the better.  

 LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ of my fondest memories from childhood is of staying up late 

on Saturday nights for the Creature Feature show on our local ABC affiliate. It started at 11:30 p.m. with 

a science fiction film (more often than not directed by Roger Corman) and followed with either a second 

feature or an episode of the original Star Trek. Rare was the Saturday night when I would drag myself to 

bed, exhausted but happy, before 2 a.m. 

 For an 11-year-ƻƭŘ ƪƛŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ΨслǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŘǊŜŀƳ ŎƻƳŜ ǘǊǳŜΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇƭƻǇ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ Řƻǿƴ ƛn 

front of the TV and nosh on french fries or Tater Tots while immersing myself in some of the best (and 

worst) science fiction movies ever made. It was during this period that I first saw Beast With A Million 

Eyes, The She-Creature, Invasion of the Saucer Men, Day The World Ended, Beast From Haunted Cave, 

Panic in Year Zero, Godzilla, Attack of the Puppet People and many other movies that are still near and 

dear to my heart.  

 It was also around this time that I first discovered comic books, another passion that still 

consumes me today. The very first comic book I ever purchased was a monster book, Where Monsters 

Dwell #5 (yeah, I still have it), a Marvel Comics repackaging of old Atlas Comics monster and sci-fi 

stories. It was the Jack Kirby cover that grabbed me, a masterpiece of mayhem in which a giant mud 

creature named Taboo rampages through town while fighter jets shoot at his midsection and people 

scream in terror. I devoured that book and went looking for more, gradually expanding my interest to 

include superheroes (my first published work was a letter- to-the-editor in Justice League of America), 

Ŧǳƴƴȅ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳƻǊΦ .ǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴ Ƴȅ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ΨулǎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

monster comics that I kept. And still have today. 

 All of this, of course, was merely a prelude to the magazine that would become my childhood 

bible ς Famous Monsters of FilmlandΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ 

Forrest Ackerman when he stumbled upon an early issue of Amazing Stories, that magazine fairly 

ǎŎǊŜŀƳŜŘΣ ά¢ŀƪŜ ƳŜ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƻȅΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜΗέ 

 Ca ǿŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘΤ ǳƴŘŜǊ CƻǊǊȅΩǎ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 

lesson in all things cinematically horrific. It was within its pages that I first learned about the pantheon of 

¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ŦƭƛŎƪǎΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƳǳŎƘ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ L ŀƭǎƻ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭƳŜŘ 



those and many other magnificent films, who created the special effects and, sometimes, their source 

material.  

 Obsessed, L ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ōƻƻƪ ƻƴ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊ ƳƻǾƛŜǎ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ŦƛƴŘΥ 5Ŝƴƛǎ DƛŦŦƻǊŘΩǎ A Pictorial History 

of Horror Movies, and his terrific bio of the master himself, Karloff: The Man, The Monster, The Movies; 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ 9ǾŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ Classics of the Horror FilmΤ wƻōŜǊǘ DΦ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ The Artistry of Lon Chaney; Thomas 

!ǘƪƛƴǎΩ Science Fiction Films ŀƴŘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ DΦ !ȅƭŜǎǿƻǊǘƘΩǎ Monsters From The Movies, among others. 

 These books were great fun, but ultimately they were merely a supplement to the knowledge 

gleaned from every new issue of Famous Monsters of Filmland. Once I finally figured out when the 

magazine was delivered to my corner newsstand, I was there, eager and ready, coins in hand. I read the 

articles, studied the pictures and coveted just about everything sold in its back pages (especially the 

8mm shorts; I would have sold my little sister for 200 celluloid feet of I Was A Teenage Werewolf!). 

 I also entered the contests. I never won the big prize, but in one case I was one of hundreds who 

received a postcard signed by Forry himself, though it was just his initials. (And yes, I still have that, too). 

 tŜǊƘŀǇǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅΣ Ca ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƭƻƴŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

ƘƻǊǊƻǊΦ CŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘΣ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǇŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ Ŧǳƭƭ of missives from kids just like me asking 

a question, offering a comment about a particular movie or star, or just saying thanks for giving them a 

voice. I could relate to these young people. They were mostly my age, many of them had the same 

horrible hair cut I had, and they were extremely enthusiastic about their individual interest, whether it 

was Universal monsters, Dark Shadows or the latest Ray Harryhausen flick. My own cadre of friends 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǎƘŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊǎΣ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘing to know that some kid, somewhere, 

was also staying up late to revel in his own local latenite Creature Feature show. 

 As I entered high school, my interest in FM gave way to pursuits of the female kind, and I 

stopped buying it. I kept my collection, which numbered in the scores, for many years after, finally 

ōŀǊǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ όŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǎǘŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƛŎǎύ ŀǘ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƛŎ ōƻƻƪ ǎƘƻǇ ŦƻǊ wǳǎǎ /ƻŎƘǊŀƴΩǎ 

outstanding slipcased collections of Tales From the Crypt and The Vault of Horror. (By then, I had 

become a devoted EC Addict.) 

 .ǳǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Ƴȅ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŘƻǎŜ ƻŦ CaΣ CƻǊǊȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘΦ ²ƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ L ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ 

an old horror or science fiction movie, I would think of him and FM and the joy they brought me during 

my younger, formative years.  

 A few years after college, I took a job as a writer with Your Health, a national health and medical 

magazine published in Boca Raton, Florida, and quickly became friends with a fellow scribe named Jerry 

Shaw, who shared my love of arcane films and ς not surprisingly ς Famous Monsters of Filmland.  

 During our downtime Jerry and I would discuss our favorite films, and in the midst of one such 

chat had a question about Zontar: The Thing From Venus ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΦ ά[ŜǘΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ 

CƻǊǊȅΗέ ǿŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ǳƴƛǎon, and quickly placed a call to our monster mentor in Horrorwood, Karloffornia. 

CƻǊǊȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ǘƻƭƭ-free number, and got back to work. A 



ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ Ƴȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǊŀƴƎΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ CƻǊǊŜǎǘ !ŎƪŜǊƳŀƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ŀ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ōŀǊƛǘƻƴŜ ǾƻƛŎŜΦ άL 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ½ƻƴǘŀǊΦέ  

 I was stunned. My childhood hero was calling me! I quickly got Jerry on the line and together we 

chatted with Forry for about 20 wonderful minutes.  

 I finally got to meet Forrest Ackerman in person in 1986. The event was ConFederation, the 

World Science Fiction Convention in Atlanta, where Forry was a guest, along with his childhood friends 

Ray Harryhausen and Ray Bradbury. I was an old convention hand by that time, having spent many a 

Saturday attending regional Star Trek cons throughout Florida. But this was The Big One, and my level of 

ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŜƴǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻммΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘŀȅΣ L ǿŀǎ ǿŀƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀƭŜǊǎΩ 

room with my sister, Sharon, and friends Mark and Edd, when who should we spot taking in the scene 

but Forry himself, bedecked in his de rigeur Hawaiian shirt and brown jacket. I went up and introduced 

ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ ǎƘƻƻƪ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƭŘ ƘƛƳ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ Ca ƘŀŘ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀǎ ŀ ƪƛŘΦ IŜΩǎ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

fǊƻƳ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǊŜŀŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳŎƘ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǊƳǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ 

think I was the first person to praise his baby. 

 ConFederation remains one of the most fun experiences of my life. In addition to meeting Forry, 

my friends and I were able to shmooze with the Two Rays and a veritable galaxy of science fiction 

ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ CǊŜŘ tƻƘƭΣ [Φ {ǇǊŀƎǳŜ ŘŜ/ŀƳǇΣ IŀǊƭŀƴ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ [ŀǊǊȅ bƛǾŜƴΦ  

 Cut to 1992 and the second World Horror Convention in Nashville, Tennessee. Forry, 

understandably, was one of the guests, but oddly, no one seemed to be paying much attention to him. 

My wife, Nan, Sharon and I took him under our wing and spent almost all of the con at his side. We even 

took him out to dinner one evening where, being a most considerate guest, he ordered the least 

expensive item on the menu.  

 Having Forry pretty much to ourselves for hours at a time was a remarkable experience. I asked 

him about the early years of FM, his favorite movies, the priceless movie memorabilia that filled literally 

every room of his California home and his recollections of the many horror and science fiction greats 

ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƻƳ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŘŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ŀōƛŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ άǎŎƛ-Ŧƛέ 

regaled us with stories both hilarious and poignant while we hung on his every word. During those 

ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƘŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǿŀǎ ά¦ƴŎƭŜ CƻǊǊȅΦέ  

 Forry took a shine to Sharon and humorously flirted with her throughout the convention. At the 

end, he gave us both a signed copy of his book, Forrest Ackerman, Famous Monster of Filmland, which 

today holds an honored place in my autograph collection. 

 The following year, a Famous Monsters convention was held in Crystal City, Virginia to celebrate 

ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎΩǎ орth anniversary.  The guest list was packed with movie stars and other personalities I had 

watched, read and admired since childhood, including Ray Harryhausen, Ray Bradbury, William Schallert, 

Anne Robinson, Conrad Brooks, Robert Bloch, John Landis, Joe Dante and Curt Siodmak, among others. 

Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ aƻƴǎǘŜǊ YƛŘΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳ ŎƻƳŜ ǘǊǳŜΦ 



 {ƻƳŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ L ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ ŦƛƭƳ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ 

ŎƻƳŜŘƛŎ ƘƻƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ Ψрлǎ ǎŎƛ-fi flicks titled ¢ƘŜ ¢ƘƛƴƎ ¢Ƙŀǘ ²ŀǎƴΩǘ ¢ƘŜǊŜ. The four-minute film took two 

weeks to shoot and eight hours to edit on a $30 VCR-to-VCR editing deck, but our efforts were well 

worth it. The audience laughed at all the right places and much to our amazement, the judges ς Forry, 

Dante and Landis ς awarded us first prizeΦ {ƘŀǊƻƴΣ ǿƘƻ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƎƛǊƭŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻǇǳǎΣ 

was our scream queen, and spent the rest of the convention screaming on request, much to the chagrin 

of the hotel staff and anyone standing next to her. (Later that year, TTTWT also took first place at the 

DragonCon amateur film competition in a heated judging that caused avant garde filmmaker Joe Christ 

ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘΦ Lƴ ŎŀǎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦύ 

 The Crystal City convention heralded the rebirth of FM with issue 200, but as most true fans 

know by now, the good times were short-lived as the relationship between Forry and new publisher Ray 

Ferry quickly soured over money and copyright issues. Siding with Forry, I decided that my relationship 

with FM would include only those issues published under his reign. 

 In the years that followed, I had the opportunity to interview Forry by phone for a magazine 

article, and met him numerous times at subsequent World Science Fiction Conventions, which Forry ς a 

member of First Fandom and an attendee of the very first WorldCon in 1939 ς tried never to miss. 

  Forry tends to tell the same stories over and over again, but the child in me never grows tired of 

hearing them, and almost always I learn something I never knew before. The last time I saw Forry, at 

LACon IV in Anaheim, he looked frail and was wheelchair bound, but still had that mischievous twinkle in 

his eye. During a special one-man panel, he waxed eloquently on a variety of far-ranging subjects, 

including a double date with Fritz Lang, and the 12-year-old in me was ecstatic. It was as if the old FM 

had come to life once again. 

 Lƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ LΩǾŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƻƴ Ŝ.ŀȅ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

Famous Monsters of Filmland I so foolishly sold more than two decades ago. This time, however, older 

ŀƴŘ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŎǳǊŜΣ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ  Ca ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ м ŀƴŘ оΣ 

neither of which I had never read before. 

 In fact, as I ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ L ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ LΩƳ ǎŀǾƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ 

ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŘǊŀƎ ŀ ŎƘŀƛǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻŀƪ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŦǊƻƴǘ ȅŀǊŘΣ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜǎΩ ǇŀƎŜǎ 

and find myself transported back to my Wonder Years.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

Space ship by WIlliam Cellich 

 



 

LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ LΩǾŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀ /ƻȅΩǎ /ƻƳƛŎ /ƻǊƴŜǊΦ  IŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻƳƛŎǎ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ 

a graphic novel here and there.  The main reason being is that the stories are written so you must buy 

ŜŀŎƘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǘƻ  ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΦ  5/ Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ rebooted their entire line to get more new readers. To 

give them a starting point.  In doing this they are redesigning most of the heroes, which could loose 

them some of their long time fans.  But they still are not going after the once in a while reader ς which is 

what was the main stream of the comics in the Golden and Silver Age. Today I would be more welling to 

shell out $3 or $4 for a comic if it was a complete story, but not for a part of a story that I have no idea 

ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΦ 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴȅ άCŀƴ .ƻȅέ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ 

a short story.  Many good gold and silver age stories were only 8 pages long.  The stories were 

entertaining.  Some were fluff, others were part of the mythos of the heroes.  Look at EC Comics, some 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŀǊƛŜǎǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƭƻƴƎΦ  ! ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛŎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ άǊŜŀƭέ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΣ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǘƛƳŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǇŜƴ ƴŀƳŜǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƴŀƛƴ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ Ŧŀƴǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƛŎ ōƻƻƪǎΦ  

Todaȅ ǿŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ άǊŜŀƭέ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƴƻǾŜƭǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƛŎ ŦƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 

to wait until the story is reprinted in graphic novel form.  

Many years ago in a comics letters page a fan wrote in complaining about the fact that fans were always 

ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƻǊ όǿƘƻ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǿŀǎ {ǘŀƴ 

Lee, but not sure) said something like , they did look at what the fans suggested and many times used 

parts of the suggestions, but the writers were the pros, and when a time came that the fans controlled 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛŎǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŘƛŜΦ  ²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƴǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛŎǎΧΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ŀǎ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ Ŧŀƴ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘ 

book long stories would be great ς but I was thinking more of a giant size book with one story, not 

ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ р ƻǊ мл ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ όŀƴŘ L ƭƛƪŜ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƴƻǾŜƭǎΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜύ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 

ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛǘƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

be dropped until a new story arch starts and today it sometimes so hard to see one from another, you 

may never go back to that title.  Or in a case like me, I still love the superheroes, but picking up a comic 

today is like tossing away your money ς even so called one shots usually go into another comicΦ  LΩǾŜ 

even picked up graphic novels that were not a complete story.   

I think the comic companies could double or triple their sales by giving stories that were complete in one 

issue.  This can get you new fans.  If they pick up an ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ƳƻǊŜΧōǳǘ ƛŦ ǘhey 

pick up one and it part 7 of 470 it a waste of money and the person will not pick up that title again. 



I am planning to pick up a few of the New DC to see if I like them or not.  Not real happy with some of 

the costume changes as it is.  The only good reboot for me would be that Clark wakes up and realizing 

everything that happen starting with Crisis on Infinite Earths was just a bad dream.  Supergirl was Linda 

Lee Danvers, The JSA was on Earth 2, Capt. Marvel was on Earth S and so on.  

After I begin writing this I did pick up a copy of Supergirl 1. DC if you want new readers give them a 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΗ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅΧǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƘŜǊŜΦ  Wǳǎǘ ǎƻƳŜ 

ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƭƛŦŦ ƘŀƴƎŜǊΚ 9ƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǳǇΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ άb9²έ 

Superman. Guys at DC go back to Action Comics 252. This is how you introduce 

{ǳǇŜǊƎƛǊƭΧΦŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΗΗΗ I would settle for one story 

ς but give me a complete story, it might make me want to come back and read another, 

ƳŀȅōŜ ƴƻǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ нΧōǳǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ƭŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ L ǎŀȅ 

ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ  5/ ŀƴŘ a!w±9[ ǿƘȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ Dhh5 ǎƘort 

story writers??  DC take titles like Action, Adventure, Detective and give us some short stories 

ς two complete each issue. Then take some of your other titles and give us one story issues ς 

but the complete story.  Then take a few  titles and make them into the soap operas that 

comics have become.  See which ones sell the most. And promote the fact that the comics 

contain complete stories. Just maybe store beside comic shops and book stores would start 

carrying comics again.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On our left we have a 

single chapter of a story 

that tell little and leaves 

us not wanting more. 

On our right we have 

not only one but two 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΧŀƴŘ 

we kept coming back for 

more over the years. 

WAKE UP DC 

   

 



Jedi School 

Final Exam 

 

A Jedi is never without his traditional weapon, which is called a: 

 

(1) Light bulb 

(2) Light saber 

(3) Light beer 

(4) Light fantastic 

 

If your aforementioned weapon fails to operate when turned on, the problem is most likely: 

 

(1) The batteries are dead 

(2) The extension cord is unplugged 

(3) You've picked up a flashlight by mistake 

(4) The warranty has expired 

 

As a Jedi in the rebellion, your fighting ship is known as: 

 

(1) An X-Wing 

(2) Anorexia 

(3) A right-wing 

(4) The Graf Zeppelin 

 

When attempting to destroy an enemy battle station, you should aim for: 

 



 

(1) The exhaust port 

(2) The executive restroom 

(3) A womp rat 

(4) The shortest escape route 

 

Your rebel base has just been invaded by the Empire. You hear heavy breathing. It is probably: 

 

(1) Darth Vader 

(2) A Tauntaun in respiratory arrest 

(3) Wookiee mating season 

(4) Han and the Princess 

 

You crash-land on a bog planet inhabited by strange creatures. You are in: 

 

(1) Dagobah 

(2) Gatorland 

(3) Walt Disney World 

(4) Deep trouble 

 

On this planet, you encounter a short green creature with long ears. It is: 

 

(1) Yoda, your Jedi Master 

(2) Julie, your cruise director 

(3) Pardon, your fly's unzipped 



(4) Herve Villachaize 

 

Which of the following should not be said to a Jedi Master: 

 

(1) My God - There are little green men from outer space! 

(2) Seen Snow White lately? 

(3) I was going to ask you to pay attention, but I see you're all ears 

(4) All of the above 

 

A Jedi's power comes from: 

 

(1) The Force 

(2) A Sears Diehard 

(3) Wheaties 

(4) Dagobah Power and Light 

 

A Jedi craves not: 

 

(1) Adventure, excitement 

(2) Topless mud wrestling 

(3) Worm farming 

(4) Manscaping 

 

You may be about to succumb to the dark side of the Force if you: 

 



(1) Give in to hate 

(2) Go into politics 

(3) Fart in the presence of your R2 unit 

(4) Take up genocide as a hobby 

 

If, in the course of duty, a Jedi is killed, he or she will: 

 

(1) Pass on to a higher plane of existence 

(2) Miss the plane to Poughkeepsie 

(3) Be dropped from the payroll 

(4) Die 

 

SCORING 

 

1-2 wrong - Excellent. You may become a Jedi immediately. 

3-4 wrong - Fair. You may become a Jedi after postgraduate studies 

5-6 wrong - Poor. Your father had better be a wealthy benefactor 

7-12 wrong - Hopeless. You will be named assistant to Jar Jar Binks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 


